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NEWS

SAACI juggles its
responsibilities

IMEX Wild Cards Hofburg Vienna
expects growth

LA open to more
luxury business 

China Outbound

Rimini-ing ahead
of the downturn 

Territories branch, organisers of
the 2009 event, says: “We
usually have to balance a
number of balls in the air at the
same time and our aim is for
delegates to walk away with
fresh knowledge and vigour,
equipped to manage their
environment more effectively. 

“The conference sector - and
indeed SAACI - is already at
the forefront of the business
tourism industry in South Africa
and through this conference we
will further strengthen this
position.”

Details: www.saaciconf.co.za

AFRICA - The 2009 national
conference of the Southern
African Association for the
Conference Industry (SAACI)
will be held at the CSIR
International Centre in Pretoria,
26-28 July.

Themed TASK - an acronym
for Tenacity, Accountability,
Sustainability and Knowledge -
it is visually represented by the
juggler's balls in its logo,
symbolising the energy and
multitasking required in the
conference industry.

Conference chairman Nigel
Walker of SAACI's Northern

ITALY - CBRR, the Convention
Bureau della Riviera di Rimini
has reported that despite the
economic downturn, in the first
six months of 2008 the Rimini
Riviera conference network
increased delegate days by 2.88
per cent.

The figure is significant at a 
time when the credit crunch 
led to a fall, nationwide, 
of 3.64 per cent. 

Convention centres in Rimini
saw an increase in the number
of delegates and have cornered
the lion’s share of the national
delegate days, at 64 per cent,
despite an overall drop in the
number of events. 

Hotels in the region recorded a
seven per cent increase in the
number of attendees at
conferences in the first six
months of 2008.

USA - Los Angles is set to add
new high-end hotels and
renovations at iconic properties
to up the city’s already high
luxury quotient. 

SLS Hotel at Beverly Hills,
formerly Le Meridien, has
opened its doors following
renovation of its  297 rooms.
The W hotel is scheduled to
open soon after a US$600m
development and will feature
305 rooms, a 9,200-square-foot
spa and a rooftop bar. 

The Sheraton Universal Hotel
has completed a US$30m
renovation and offers over
30,000 square feet of indoor
and outdoor meeting space,
including the 3,500 capacity
Starview Room overlooking the
Hollywood Hills. 

The 127-room Belamar Hotel
in Manhattan Beach recently
unveiled a US$2.2m renovation
which includes a new lobby and
five state-of-the-art meeting
rooms.

CHINA - The fifth China
Outbound Travel & Tourism
Market(COTTM) will be held in
the China World Trade Center,
Beijing, 22-24 April, 2009. 
It is estimated that more than
300 organisations from over 60
countries will attend.
Claiming to be the only B2B
event in China entirely dedicated
to the China outbound travel
and tourism sector, COTTM

aims to offer a communication
platform for tour operators, travel
agents in the Chinese outbound
tourism trade and professionals
looking to book MICE products
abroad, and global tourism trade
professionals wishing to build
direct business connections. 

Since April 2005, COTTM has
been held four times in Beijing
and is organised by the London-
based Tarsus Group.

WORLD - Chinese destination,
Tianjin Economic, the
Technological Development
Area (TEDA), is one of four
winners in the IMEX Wild 
Card programme, which
gives emerging destinations

and new conference centres 
a place at the annual
meetings industry show in
Frankfurt, Germany. 

Two Eastern European
destinations, the Masurian
Conference Centre in Zamek
Ryn, Poland, and Novi Sad in
Serbia, also won a free Wild
Card place at the Frankfurt
exhibition later this year. 

To qualify for the scheme,
entrants must not have

exhibited at a major
international fair before,
although they must prove 
they have sufficient
infrastructure and skill to
support their ambitions to
enter the meetings or 
incentive travel market. 

In addition to a free
exhibition place in the 
tailor-made IMEX Wild 
Card Pavilion, winners 
receive free accommodation
as well as complimentary
tickets to the show's Gala
Dinner.The IMEX marketing
team also provides each
winner with year-round
marketing support and
guidance. 

AUSTRIA - Hofburg Vienna,
which generates up to 200m
euros a year for the city, claims it
is bucking the economic trend
with more than 25 major
international events booked so
far this year.

The congress season begins for
the venue that sits within the
Imperial Palace with the Trilateral
Conference on Thrombosis and
Haemostasis, involving 1,200
attendees, 3-7 February. 

“There are bookings for over
20 major conferences and
congresses, three-quarters of
them international,” says MD
Renate Danler. 

Danler says more than 60 per
cent of total revenues at Hofburg
Vienna derive from its
conference and congress
activities, with medical
congresses the number one
focus.

The venue is a permanent
facility for the Organisation for
Security and Co-operation in
Europe and marks its 50th
anniversary as an international
conference centre together with
the Vienna Convention Bureau’s
40th anniversary , with a joint
symposium for organisers
entitled ‘The Meeting Industry in
2020’, held on 28 April.


