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IMEX in Frankfurt is committed to consistently trying to improve its environmental impacts, as well as educating and supporting the worldwide meetings, incentive travel and events industry on how to reduce, reuse and recycle. The IMEX Group is also committed to promoting corporate social responsibility and to increasing industry awareness of its benefits. 
IMEX in Frankfurt works in partnership with the Green Meeting Industry Council (GMIC) to deliver a variety of green initiatives. 
Following an independent environmental audit in 2009, which reviewed a year’s worth of IMEX business activity, including the exhibition itself, IMEX in Frankfurt now has five aspects to its environmental and corporate social responsibility programme. 
1. Reducing environmental impact
TRAVEL
· IMEX encourages attendees to travel by train where possible and offers hosted buyers from selected European destinations carbon free train travel to Frankfurt with Deutsche Bahn. We also use bio-diesel for 20% of hosted buyer transfer buses and operate an anti-idling policy on all buses.
RECYCLING POLICY + INDUSTRY ‘FIRSTS’
· In 2010 just over 87% of waste at the show was recycled. This included 32 tonnes of paper and 29 tonnes of cardboard waste. Remaining waste was incinerated and the energy used to generate free power for the local community.

· IMEX uses hydroelectricity for all of its power during the exhibition including build-up and breakdown. We were the first trade show in the meetings industry and the first guest exhibition at Messe Frankfurt to offer hydroelectricity to our exhibitors.
· All of the carpets at IMEX are made from 95% recyclable polypropylene.
· All badge lanyards are made from plant silk, a biodegradable, sustainable and organic material manufactured from the waste stems of grain crops.

· IMEX was the first company in the industry to commission and use fully recycled and recyclable visitor badges. These are covered with a dissolvable corn starch laminate. This one change saves nearly half a tonne of plastic each year. 
· During the show all flower arrangements and any surplus food and beverage product are donated to community groups, hospitals or for animal feed where appropriate. 
· In 2011 we introduced a ‘Share your Spares’ scheme to encourage visitors to donate unwanted USB sticks for recycling via our schools partner in India. 
http://www.imex-frankfurt.com/environmentalimex.html
2. Celebration and recognition of environmental achievement
· IMEX runs the only Green Awards in the industry. These are awarded annually and presented at the IMEX Gala Dinner. They include the 1) Green Meetings Award 2) Commitment to the Community Award 3) Green Exhibitor Award and 4) Green Supplier Award. 
· The IMEX Green Team was established to encourage exhibitors to reduce the levels of waste output on their stands during the show.  All staff from those exhibitors who sign up to complete at least two out of three ‘green tasks’ during the show are allowed to wear a green lapel ribbon. 
3. Environmental and CSR education
The IMEX Corporate Responsibility Centre – powered by GMIC - provides exhibitors and visitors with free expert advice, tool kits and case studies. Information is suitable for those taking their first steps towards change as well as those with more experience who want to expand their knowledge and set higher objectives. CSR partners include: Positive Impact; Programmes of Purpose (Louise Hall Reider & Co) and Give Instead of Take. 
4. Environmental research
· IMEX and its partners regularly conduct industry research surveys and polls which often include questions on matters of environmental practice such as buying behaviours, meetings planning, use of green products and services and environmental awareness amongst suppliers. See IMEX Global Data Exchange. 

5. Giving something back
· In 2010 we launched the IMEX Challenge. This initiative is designed to give meetings industry professionals the chance to work side by side on a physical challenge that will benefit a host community. The inaugural IMEX Challenge took place in 2010 when a team of 22 industry volunteers plus IMEX staff built a new play area for an orphanage in Poland. The next Challenge is scheduled for 2012 and will take place in Slovenia. 
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